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January 3, 2011 
 
 
Lawrence Krissek, Professor of Earth Sciences         
Faculty Chair, Committee on Curriculum and Instruction                                      
College of Arts and Sciences              
 
Dear Larry, 
 
The Department of Slavic and Eastern European Languages and Literatures has completed its 
proposal for semester versions of its undergraduate programs:  
 
Undergraduate Major: 
BA in Russian  
 
Minor Programs: 
Minor in Romanian 
Minor in Russian 
Minor in Slavic 
 
The Arts and Humanities Disciplinary Advisory Panel for Curriculum within the College of Arts 
and Sciences reviewed and approved the undergraduate programs from Slavic and Eastern 
European Languages and Literatures during meetings in early December 2010 and early January 
2011.  All undergraduate programs are converting with minimal change, with the request to 
deactivate the Minor in Romanian.  The BA in Russian has an assessment plan on file with 
OAA, verified October 15, 2010.   
 
Most specifically, I have highlighted the important changes for each program below: 
 
Bachelor of Arts in Russian:  The BA in Russian was last revised and approved by CAA on 
June 3, 2009.  The quarter-based degree is a minimum of 50 credit hours with 25 credit hours in 
pre-requisites, and its semester-based version is 31-34 credit hours with 15 credit hours of pre-
requisites. The department has provided a detailed transition plan for students beginning the pre-
requisite course-work in Russian and for those in the major course-work.   
 
There are two specializations that are transcriptable.  
 

• Specialization in Russian Language: The quarter-based degree is a minimum of 50 credit 
hours with 25 credit hours in pre-requisites (proficiency through 104 plus one culture 
course), and its semester-based version is 34 credit hours plus the 15 credit hours of pre-
requisites. The program is retaining its pre-requisite requirements of fulfilling through 
1103 (previously 104) and the one culture course.  The Russian Language Specialization 
retains its second and third year requirements in the Russian Language and now requires 
a Capstone Russian 4575 for its majors. Russian 675, the Writing Seminar, is no longer 
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required. The Language Electives are the same as on the quarter-system with students 
gaining proficiency at the fourth-year level, and the Literature/Culture Electives remain 
the same with the option for students to select from a list of courses that focus on 
linguistic aspects of the language.  

 
• Specialization in Literature, Culture, and Film: The quarter-based degree is a minimum of 

50 credit hours with 25 credit hours in pre-requisites (proficiency through 104 plus one 
culture course), and its semester-based version is 31 credit hours plus the 15 credit hours 
of pre-requisites. The program is retaining its pre-requisite requirements of fulfilling 
through 1103 (previously 104) and the one culture course.  The Literature, Culture, and 
Film Specialization retains its second year requirements in the Russian Language along 
with its advanced reading requirement in Russian.  It now also requires the Capstone 
course, Russian 4575 for its majors. Russian 675, the Writing Seminar, is no longer 
required. The Literature, Culture, and Film Electives remain the same as on the quarter-
system. 

 
Minor Programs:  

• Minor in Russian:  The Minor in Russian was last revised in 1990s. The quarter-based 
program is 20 credit hours with 20 credit hours of pre-requisites.  The semester-based 
program is 13 credit hours (one 4-credit hour core course and 9 credit hours of elective 
course work) with twelve credit hours of pre-requisites (1101-1103).  The minor is a 
course-to-course translation:  4 courses required in the minor course work in quarters, and 
still 4 courses required in the minor on semesters. With the revisions to the GE language 
requirements, and the re-envisioning of the GE language course offerings of reducing 20 
quarter-credit hours to 12 semester-credit hours, students will take courses that are 
approximately 4 semester-credits in work-load. With the skills mastered in 1103, and an 
additional year of Russian language courses, students’ time in the language will still be 
two years—the same as it was on quarters.   

 
• Minor in Slavic Languages and Literatures:  The Minor in Slavic Languages and 

Literatures was last revised in 1990s. The quarter-based program is 25 credit hours with 
20 credit hours of pre-requisites.  The semester-based program is 12 credit hours (four 3-
credit hour courses) with twelve credit hours of pre-requisites (1101-1103).  The minor is 
reducing its offerings by one course going from five on quarters to four on semesters.  
The significant change is the removal of the outside department requirement and the 
option for students to select second-year language as an option, but not a requirement. 

 
• Minor in Romanian:  The Minor in Romanian was also last revised in the 1990s, and with 

the departure of faculty member Rodica Botoman in 2001, the department has been 
unable to offer sufficient course work in the minor.  There are currently no students in the 
minor, and therefore, a transition plan has not been provided.  However, pending future 
hires or interest from students, the unit would like to retain the option of reviving the 
minor. 

 
We are sending these undergraduate programs forward for review and approval in the next stage 
of curricular review at the Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The courses that are specific to all of the programs are listed under multiple Book 3 Listings of 
Slavic, Eastern European Languages and Literatures, Russian, Romanian, Bosnian, Bulgarian, 
Croatian, Serbian, Czech, Georgian, Hungarian, Ukrainian, and Polish.  All programs from 
Slavic and Eastern European Languages and Literatures have the approval of Arts and 
Humanities.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email me at 
292-5727 or williams.1415@osu.edu.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of these proposals, 

 
Valarie Williams 
Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Arts and Humanities 
Professor of Dance 
 
CC:   Helena Goscilo, Chair and Professor, Department of SEELL 
 Mark Shanda, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Arts and Humanities 

Daniel Colline, Associate Professor and Calendar Conversion Coordinator, Department 
of SEELL 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
March 1, 2011 
 
 
Professor Larry Krissek 
Chair, Arts and Sciences CCI 
Re: Major and Minors in DSEELL 
 
 
Dear Professor Krissek: 
 
The CCI’s Arts and Humanities 2 subcommittee met on February 24, 2011 to review the 
semester conversion plans for the BA in Russian and minors in Russian, Slavic, and Romanian 
that were submitted by the Department of Slavic and Eastern European Languages and 
Literature (DSEELL).  DSEELL requests that the Romanian minor be deactivated due to 
insufficient faculty to offer the required courses coupled with low demand.  The subcommittee 
voted to support this deactivation.  The remaining programs are being converted with minimal 
change, except that the Slavic minor has been slightly re-envisioned, going from 5 courses 
under quarters to 4 under semesters, thus bringing it more in line with the Russian minor and 
reducing overlap with the Slavic Studies minor offered by International Studies.  The 
subcommittee reviewed these programs and recommended a number of mostly minor 
corrections and clarifications, the principal ones being the following: 
 
Russian BA 
 

• Correct the PACER table and phrase the program learning goals in standard form. 
• Change terminology from “tracks” to “specializations,” since this is the way they will 

appear on a student’s transcript.  (In most places, the “track” terminology can be 
retained for ease of reference, as long as the equivalency to specialization is clear.) 

• Correct the numbering of courses in several places (e.g., Russian 3102 listed as 3101 
in a couple of places; in the transition policy section, Russian 2101 is presumably 
Russian 1103). 

• Add that students in Track 1 (Specialization in Russian Language) can substitute a 
maximum of 9 hours from the courses listed as potential substitute classes for the 
Literature/Culture elective. 

 
Russian Minor 

• Correct the PACER table and phrase the program learning goals in standard form. 
• There is no pre-major. 
• Correct course listings so that all number/title combinations are unique (e.g., “Power 

and Russian Politics” listed twice with different numbers).  

Department of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology 
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Slavic Minor 

• This minor is re-envisioned. 
• Program learning goals should be in standard form. 
• There is no pre-major. 
• Make clear to students that they must take at least 6 hours of upper division courses 

(i.e., above the 3000 level, or a language course above the 2000 level if taught in the 
language). 

• Remove graduate-level courses from the listings. 
 

The members of the subcommittee believe these programs are academically sound and are 
ready, after correction, to be reviewed by the full CCI.  The subcommittee voted unanimously 
to approve the Russian BA, the Russian minor, and the Slavic minor. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Wm. Mitchell Masters 
A&H2 Subcommittee Chair 
Associate Professor of Biology 
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